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MARRIAGE 
 

 
 Marriage is an institution ordained by God when he brought Adam and Eve together 
in the garden before the fall.1 Marriage is defined as an intentional commitment (a 
covenant) between a man and a woman to one another, before God, with the intent of a 
life-long commitment to only each other,2 and having no other sexual partners other than 
one another in the context of that marriage.3 God does not permit divorce except in two 
cases: 1) sexual immorality on behalf of one of the two spouses, and 2) a believing spouse 
may acquiesce to a non-believing spouse’s desire to divorce.4 Where scripture permits 
divorce, remarriage is permitted.  Also, in the case of death a spouse, a person is allowed 
to remarry, permitting that the person is a believer.5  Marriage is not a legal contract but a 
covenant before God6 and it is intended for companionship7, procreation8, unity in the 
work to which God calls the couple9, and as a picture of the covenant between God and 
the church.10 Marriage is not permitted between two people of the same gender because 
God views homosexuality as a sin,11 and God intends that marriage be between a man and 
a woman.12 
 
 

HOMOSEXUALITY 
 

 
 Human sexuality is good and instituted by God for one man and one woman in the 
context of marriage.13 Homosexuality is a result of sin and ultimately the choice to practice 
it is one made by the person being tempted.14 All sin is offensive to God and must be 
rejected, this includes homosexuality. Homosexuals can experience freedom from their sin 
and must be counseled to follow God’s word by repenting and abstaining from sexual 
immorality in the same way that Heterosexuals must abstain from sexual immorality. Both 
can find freedom from sin and become new creations in Jesus Christ.15 
 
 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY 
 

 
 Men and women are created equally in the image of God, and through faith in Christ 
each hold equal standing before God.16 The spiritual gifts are not limited by gender, and 
both men and women are gifted by the Holy Spirit for the purposes of building up the 
Church and doing the will of God, however the offices of pastor and elder are limited to 
men.17   While men and women are both equal before God, he has ordained a pattern of 
leadership within the Church in which men may be appointed as leaders within the Church, 
whereas women are not permitted to teach or exercise authority over men.18 This reflects 
the pattern God made in creation,19 the pattern he set forth in marriage,20 and is a picture 
of the functional subordination pictured within the Trinity.  
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