


“Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a

roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. Resist
him, firm in your faith...

(1 Peter 5:8–9 ESV)

“Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of
his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may
be able to stand against the

schemes of the devil.”
(Ephesians 6:10–11 ESV)

Spiritual warfareSpiritual warfare

Spiritual Warfare
Spiritual warfare is an important topic for
Christians today. There is now, as there has
been since the fall of mankind, spiritual forces
at work which seek to "devour" Christians and
to keep unbelievers "from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God." What is important to remember
is that we have an advantage– we are God's
children through Jesus Christ, having been
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. As
Pastor Tony Evans says in his book on spiritual
warfare,* “You are not fighting for victory—you
are fighting from victory. This battle has
already been won!” Christ has overcome the
enemy, and he has made us more than
conquerors.
Structure
This study on spiritual warfare will not cover all
that scripture has to say on the subject, but will
focus on identifying the enemies of the
Kingdom of God and their tactics. From there
we will explore what scripture says about God's
role in this battle. Finally, we will examine the
tactics, tools, and promises that God has given
us in order to fight and win the spiritual battles
that we all face every day.
This 12 week course consist of three parts:

• Part one: Knowing the Enemy
• Part two: Knowing the Conqueror
• Part three: Knowing How to Fight

Each part consist of four sessions:
• A Core Truth
• A Memory Verse Study
• Two Inductive Bible Studies

There will also be supplemental articles which
can be read to further your knowledge, but will
not be discussed in class. You will receive all
of part one in the first session. You will receive
all of part two in the fifth session, and all of part
three in the ninth session. Please come to
class each week having completed the study
that will be discussed that day.
Suggested Study Schedule
This course is designed so that each
participant can study the selected text at home
during the week. This will allow each of us to
be prepared to discuss what we have learned
together as a group. You can do as much or as
little in one sitting as you wish. Begin each
session with prayer for understanding and
transformation. Here is a suggested schedule:

Monday:
Read the selected text several times.

Tuesday:
Reread the passage. Outline the text.

Make observations.
Wednesday:

Reread. Determine the main point of the text.
Thursday:

Begin answering the questions. Make
interpretations based on your observations.

Friday:
Finish questions. In what ways can you apply
the passage in your life. Pray through the text.

*Tony Evans: Victory in Spiritual Warfare: Outfitting Yourself for the Battle Warfare
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Spiritual Warfare: 
Knowing the Enemy1 
OVERVIEW: 
CORE TRUTH: What are the adversary’s tactics? 
MEMORY VERSE: James 4:7–8 
BIBLE STUDY: Gen 3:1-7, 1 John 2:15-17 
 

Core Truth 
Who is our enemy and what are their tactics? 

As Christians we are engaged in a spiritual battle. We have been justified before God through 
Jesus Christ but must still engage in warfare through the Holy Spirit as part of our sanctification. 
Our fight is not primarily against people but against the World, the Flesh, and the Devil.   

1. Explain key words/phrases in the core truth in your own words.  

 

 

 

 

2. Write a paraphrase of the core truth in your own words. Compare this with other paraphrases 
in your group. 

 

 

 

 

3. What questions does this core truth bring to mind? Seek to answer these as you study the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1This format adapted from Greg Ogden, Discipleship Essentials: A Guide to Building Your Life in Christ 

 
PART 1: WEEK 1 
 

Watch video before completing the Core truth. 
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MEMORY VERSE STUDY GUIDE2 
 

JAMES 4:1-10: James’ letter is very practical to life. His main concern throughout the letter is 
integrity of faith and how to live as a result of our relationship to God. In James 4:1-10 he explains 
that there is a war going on inside of us. He describes three enemies that cause hostility and 
compete for our allegiance. He explains escape is possible by God’s grace working out in our lives. 
 
Finding the context: Read James 4:1-10. Summarize what is being discussed in each section. 

a. The Symptoms: James 4:1-3  

b. The Disease: James 4:4-5 

c. The Cure: James 4:6-10 

STUDY THE TEXT: Writing on this text can aid you as you study. Ask the following questions:  
What does it say (Observation)? What does it mean (Interpretation)? How do I apply it (Application)? 

        hat causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 

war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 

fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. (James 4:1–3 ESV) 

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or 

do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that 

he has made to dwell in us”? (4:4-5 ESV) 

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw 

near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 

you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning 

and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” (4:6-10) 

Notes: 

 

 

                                                
2 For tips on memorizing scripture visit: https://www.navigators.org/resource/how-to-memorize-scripture/ 
  For tips on Inductive Bible Study visit https://bible.org/seriespage/four-steps-inductive-bible-study 

PART 1: WEEK 2 
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1. Write out & memorize James 4:7–8. Practice saying it daily and share it with someone.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In the three sections listed in question one, James lists three forces that are contrary to God and 

are at war with his people. According to James, who is our enemy? (1-7) 
• The enemy at war within us (vs 1):_______________________________ 

• The enemy who creates hostility (vs 4):____________________________ 

• The enemy who competes for our submission (vs 7):_________________ 

 

What two relationships suffer as a result of these three enemies? 

 

3. What does it mean to be a friend of the world? How does this create hostility with God? (4-6) 
 
 
 
 
4. In 4:7-8 James says we must decide to whom we will submit: God or the Devil. How is Satan’s 

work connected to the worlds value system (4) and the desires of our flesh (1)? 
 
 
 
 
5. Who fights this spiritual battle: us, God, or a combination of the two? Explain. (6-7) 
 
 
 
 
6. James says, “But he gives more grace.” (6) Why is this message so hopeful? He also says, 

“Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (6) How is this 
humility described? 

 
 
 
7. James says to win the battle we must submit to God and resist the devil. How does he describe 

this is verses 8-10? What steps can you take in your daily life to implement this?  
 
 

                                                
3 To hear this scripture put to music, visit https://fighterverses.com/wp-content/uploads/4_45.mp3 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY GUIDE4 
 
The apostle Peter warned of the danger we face from Satan saying, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”5 We must 
pay attention and be wary of Satan’s tactics, lest we fall into sin or despair, but what are Satan’s 
tactics? We will learn some of Satan’s tactics by studying Gen 3:1-7. 
 
Finding the context: Read Gen 1:31-2:25. Here’s a summary. Feel free to write it in your own words. 
 

• God created everything and declared it to be very good. (Gen 1:31) 
• God blessed Adam and Eve, gave them all they needed, told them to work the garden (2:1-15) 
• God warns Adam that eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil will bring death (2:16-17) 
• Adam and Eve live harmoniously with God and each other (2:18-25) 

 
STUDY THE TEXT: Writing on this text can aid you as you study. Ask the following questions:  
What does it say (Observation)? What does it mean (Interpretation)? How do I apply it (Application)? 
 
 
      ow the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.  

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And 

the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch 

it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 

that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 

some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.” 

Notes: 

                                                
4 For tips on Inductive Bible Study visit https://bible.org/seriespage/four-steps-inductive-bible-study 
5 (1 Peter 5:8 ESV) 

PART 1: WEEK 3 
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SATAN’S TACTICS: THE FATHER OF LIES 

 
1. Compare what Satan asked in verse 1 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 

the garden’?” with what God said in Gen 2:16-17. What do you think Satan was trying to do? 
 
 
 
2. Satan says to Eve in 2:4-5, “You will not surely die.” & “For God knows that when you eat 

of it … you will be like God.” What does his statements imply about God’s character?  
 
 
 
 
3. In 2:6 we see that Satan attacked Eve’s desire for food, beauty, and wisdom. These are not 

bad desires, so what made Eve’s actions sinful?  
 
 
 

 
EVE: IGNORING THE VOICE OF WISDOM 
 
4. When Satan twists God’s words (2:1) Eve corrects him. What does this imply about her trust 

in God’s word at the time? How does her view of God change (2:6) after Satan’s attack? 
 
 
 
 
5. How did Eve’s assessment of the tree in 3:6 compare with God’s pronouncement of it in 

2:16-17? What happened to cause this change? 
 
 
 
6. God calls on us to make disciples, but Satan also uses people to “recruit” others. When Eve 

falls into sin in verse 6, she turns and gives the fruit to her husband. Why does Satan use this 
tactic? 

 
 
 
ADAM: THE DANGER OF APATHY 

 
7. We learn from 2:6 that Adam was with Eve during this whole exchange! How did his failure 

to act cause both Eve and himself to sin?  
 
 
8. What should Adam have done to prevent the fall of mankind?  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY GUIDE6 
 

John explains that the world is a system that is under the power of the evil one, and that it’s system 
of values and desires are set against God and his kingdom. Because of this, and because God has 
given us victory over the evil one (2:14), John calls on his readers (and us) to reject the world’s 
values and desires for an abiding and eternal life in God. We will learn about the world’s value 
system and from where it comes by studying 1 John 2:15–17 
 
Finding the context: Read John 2:1-17. Here’s a summary. Feel free to write it in your own 
words. 
 

• John implores his readers to reject sin and walk like Jesus, who is our example and our 
advocate when we do sin (2:1-6). 

• John says that the mark of a true Christian is that they follow Christ’s command to love 
one another but those who ate are not truly in Christ. (2:7-11) 

• John tells his readers that all of God’s children, from the long-time saint to the newest 
believer, have overcome the evil one (Satan) because they know & abide in God through 
Christ. (2:12-14) 

 
STUDY THE TEXT: Writing on this text can aid you as you study. Ask the following questions:  
What does it say (Observation)? What does it mean (Interpretation)? How do I apply it 
(Application)? 
 
     o not love the world7 or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 

pride of life8—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along 

with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15–17 ESV) 

Notes:  
 

 

 

                                                
6 For tips on Inductive Bible Study visit https://bible.org/seriespage/four-steps-inductive-bible-study 
7 “Contextual considerations are crucial. In [1-3John] and the Gospel, John employs [the term “world”] in three distinct 
and basic ways: (1) the created universe (3:17; 4:17; John 1:10); (2) the world of human persons (John 3:16; 1 John 
2:2); and (3) an evil organized earthly system controlled by the power of the evil one that has aligned itself against 
God and his kingdom (4:3–5; 5:19; John 16:11). In these verses John uses the third meaning.” Daniel L. Akin, 1, 2, 3 
John, vol. 38, The New American Commentary, 108. 
8 Or pride in possessions 

PART 1: WEEK 4 
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The Enemy 

1. John puts forth three enemies of God who are opposed to God and his word. These are found 
in verses 2:14_________________________, 2:15 _____________________,         
and in 2:16 ___________________________. 

 
2. Compare 1 John 2:2 with 2:15. How is the “world” the same in these verses? How are they 

different?  
 

 
 

3. Looking at the flow of these three enemies, what seems to be the source of the opposition?  
 
 
 

Only One Master 
4. John says that we cannot both love the world and love God at the same time (15). What is the 

evidence that we have indeed rejected the world and come under God’s Lordship (cf 2:3-5)? 
 
 
 
5. John talks about “the love of the Father” in 2:15. Is this our love for God, or God’s love for 

us? Compare 2:5. Can it be both? If so, which comes first? Explain. 
 
 
 
What’s important to you? 
6. According to 2:16, what kind of things are important to those who choose the world over God? 

What kind of examples of this do we see today? 
 
 
 
7. According to 2:17, what is important to those in whom “the love of God” dwells? 
 
 
8. What’s the end result for those who love the world? Those who love God? (17) 
 
 
 
9. What hope is there for those who are of God, but sometimes fail to do the will of God? 

(compare 1 John 2:1-2). How are 1 John 2:1-2, 5, and 17 connected? Why’s this important? 
  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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 “You once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience — among whom we all once 
lived in the passions of our flesh” (Eph. 2:2–3a).9 
 
Dwelling on past sins in order to wallow in guilt or to revel in nostalgia is never a good idea, but 
Paul intends neither of these things when reminding readers of their condition before knowing 
Jesus (Eph. 2:1). Instead, the apostle wants to draw a contrast between life apart from Christ and 
life in Christ so as to magnify the power and grace of God in salvation. Laying the foundation for 
this contrast, the apostle continues describing life outside of Jesus in Ephesians 2:2–3, painting the 
bleakest of pictures for unredeemed sinners. 
 
We were dead apart from Christ indeed (v. 1), but it was a state of spiritual death that did not 
render us incapable of action. We were all too capable of transgressing that which is holy, 
“following the course of this world … the prince of the power of the air … the passions of our 
flesh” (vv. 2–3). Here Paul reveals the three great powers that enslaved us completely before we 
knew Jesus and which we must continually rebel against in the course of our growth in holiness 
— the world, the flesh, and the Devil. 
 
“The course of this world” (v. 2) refers to the ways of culture and society that oppose the Lord. 
There are ungodly trends in the world — materialism, naturalism, desire for instant gratification, 
and more — that once ruled all of our passions but are now defeated in Christ (John 16:33; 1 John 
5:5). No longer our ruler, the world still appeals to our remaining sin, so we must maintain our 
guard lest we fall back into bondage. 
 
In ancient times, the term air often referred to the spiritual realm of angels and demons; thus, “the 
prince of the power of the air” is Satan (Eph. 2:2). This leader of all that opposes God stirs up 
trouble all over the world, and he even endeavors to infiltrate and disturb the church (4:26–27). 
The Devil is fierce but easily put to flight when we resist him by the Spirit, as Jesus has triumphed 
over him (James 4:7; Col. 2:15). 
 
Finally, “the passions of our flesh” and “desires of the body” (Eph. 2:3) refer not to our physical 
bodies, as if our corporeal form is in itself wicked. After all, God created all things good, including 
our bodies (Gen. 1:31). The apostle is speaking of our fallen nature, which Christ has subdued. It 
is a resilient foe, however, that remains until our glorification. We must therefore seek daily to 
mortify it and deny the sins that seem the most appealing to us (Rom. 6:12–14). 
 
Coram Deo:10 
Paul makes a subtle shift in Ephesians 2:1–3 from “you” (the Gentile Ephesians) to “we” (Jews 
like Paul and the Gentiles), indicating the universality of sin. John Chrysostom writes, “All are 
included. It is not possible to say that anyone is exempted” from the presence of sin and the 
enemies of the world, the flesh, and the Devil (ACCN T 8, p. 122). But in Christ we have the power 
and desire to resist these foes, so let us do so today by the power of the Spirit.  
Passages for Further Study: Deuteronomy 12:29–32; John 8:33–37; Galatians 5:16–26; 1 Peter 5:6–11 

                                                
9 Article from Ligonier Ministries: https://goo.gl/552cZJ  
10 Coram Deo is a Latin phrase translated "in the presence of God" and summarizes the idea of Christians living in 
the presence of, under the authority of, and to the honor and glory of God. See article here: https://goo.gl/T6EbGM  

Article: The World, the Flesh, and the Devil 
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. . . that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. (2 Corinthians 
2:11)11 
 
One of the most sobering facts about life is that all humans have a supernatural enemy whose aim 
is to use pain and pleasure to make us blind, stupid, and miserable — forever. The Bible calls him 
“the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world . . . the accuser” (Revelation 12:9–10), “the 
ruler of this world” (John 12:31), and “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
 
He is our “adversary [who] prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 
5:8). Yet, in the most appalling and unwitting bondage, the whole world willingly “follows the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 
2:2). At his most successful, his subjects march obliviously to destruction, and take as many with 
them as they can. 
 
The “good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18) that I wrote about under the title “Awake and at War” 
includes the daily resistance of this enemy (1 Peter 5:9; James 4:7), the daily refusal to give him 
an opportunity (Ephesians 4:27), and the daily stand against his schemes (Ephesians 6:11). 
 
Satan’s Leash — and Impending Doom 
 
God is sovereign over Satan. The devil does not have a free hand in this world. He is on a leash, 
so that he can do no more than God permits. In effect, he must get permission — as in the case of 
Simon Peter, where Jesus discloses, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has asked to have you, that he 
might sift you like wheat” (Luke 22:31). And the case of Job: “The Lord said to Satan, “Behold, 
Job is in your hand; only spare his life” (Job 2:6). 
 
So evidently God sees the ongoing role of Satan as essential for his purposes in the world, since, 
if God willed, Satan would be thrown into the lake of fire now, instead of at the end of the age. 
“The devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and . . . will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10). His complete defeat is coming and sure. But not 
yet. 
 
Unwitting Servant of Our Sanctification 
 
God intends that part of our preparation for heaven be a life of warfare with hell. He calls it a 
“good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18) and a “good fight” (1 Timothy 6:12). It is good, not because we 
might be killed (which we might! — Revelation 2:10), but because these fire-fights refine the gold 
of our faith (1 Peter 1:7), in life and death. 
 
God is the great General in this warfare. He has given us the walkie-talkie of prayer to call for 
help: “Take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times” (Ephesians 
6:17–18). 
 

                                                
11  Pastor John Piper, October 4, 2016, https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/satans-ten-strategies-against-you 

Article: Satan’s Ten Strategies Against You 
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He sees behind enemy lines, and knows exactly the strategies that will be used against us. He has 
written them down in a wartime manual “so that we would not be outwitted by Satan.” The reason 
we will not be outwitted is that “we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Corinthians 2:11). 
 
Primer on Satan’s Strategies 
 
If you need a refresher for what those “designs” are, here is a summary. May God make you a 
mighty warrior! May he “train your hands for war and your fingers for battle” (Psalm 144:1). 
 
1. Satan lies, and is the father of lies. 
 
“When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 
8:44). The first time Satan appears in the Bible in Genesis 3, the first words on his lips are 
suspicious of the truth (“Did God say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?”). And the 
second words on his lips were a subtle falsehood (“You will not die”). John says that Satan “has 
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him” (John 8:44). We are dealing with the 
essence of falsehood and deception. 
 
2. He blinds the minds of unbelievers. 
 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). So he not only speaks what is false. He 
hides what is true. He keeps us from seeing the treasure of the gospel. He lets us see facts, even 
proofs, but not preciousness. 
 
3. He masquerades in costumes of light and righteousness. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 11:13–15, Paul says that some people are posing as apostles who are not. He 
explains like this: “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is not strange if his 
servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.” 
 
In other words, Satan has servants who profess enough truth to join the church, and from inside 
teach what Paul calls “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). Jesus says they will be like wolves 
in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15). Acts 20:30 says they will not spare the flock, but will draw 
people away to destruction. Without God’s gift of discernment (Philippians 1:9), our love will be 
suckered into stupidity. 
 
4. Satan does signs and wonders. 
 
In 2 Thessalonians 2:9, the last days are described like this: “The coming of the lawless one by the 
activity of Satan will be with all power, and with signs and wonders of the lie.” That’s my awkward 
translation. Some translate it “with false signs and wonders.” But this makes the signs and wonders 
look unreal. In fact, some people do say that Satan can only fake miracles. I doubt it. And even if 
it’s true, his fake is going to be good enough to look real to almost everybody. 
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One reason I doubt that Satan can only fake his miracles is that in Matthew 24:24 Jesus describes 
the last days like this: “False Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” There is no hint that these “signs and 
wonders” will be tricks. 
 
Let your confidence be grounded in something far deeper than any supposed inability of Satan to 
do signs and wonders. Even real signs and wonders in the service of anti-Christian assertions, 
prove nothing, even when they are done “in the name of Jesus.” “Lord, Lord, did we not do many 
mighty works in your name?” To which Jesus will reply, “I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness” (Matthew 7:22–23). The problem was not that the signs and wonders 
weren’t real, but that they were in the service of sin. 
 
5. Satan tempts people to sin. 
 
This is what he did unsuccessfully to Jesus in the wilderness — he wanted him to abandon the path 
of suffering and obedience (Matthew 4:1–11). This is what he did successfully to Judas in the last 
hours of Jesus’s life (Luke 22:3–6). And in 2 Corinthians 11:3, Paul warns against this for all the 
believers: “I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led 
astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
 
6. Satan plucks the word of God out of people’s hearts and chokes faith. 
 
Jesus told the parable of the four soils in Mark 4:1–9. In it, the seed of the word of God is sown, 
and some falls on the path and birds quickly take it away. He explains in verse 15, “Satan 
immediately comes and takes away the word which was sown in them.” Satan snatches the word 
because he hates faith which the word produces (Romans 10:17). 
 
Paul expresses his concern for the faith of the Thessalonians like this: “I sent to learn about your 
faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain” (1 
Thessalonians 3:5). Paul knew that Satan’s design is to choke off the faith of people who have 
heard the word of God. 
 
7. Satan causes some sickness and disease. 
 
Jesus healed a woman once who was bent over and could not straighten herself. When some 
criticized him for doing that on the Sabbath, he said, “Ought not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 
(Luke 13:16). Jesus saw Satan as the one who had caused this disease. 
 
In Acts 10:38, Peter described Jesus as one who “went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil.” In other words, the devil often oppresses people with illness. This too is 
one of his designs. 
 
But don’t make the mistake of saying every sickness is the work of the devil. To be sure, even 
when a “thorn in the flesh” is God’s design for our sanctification, it also may be the “messenger 
of Satan” (2 Corinthians 12:7). But there are other instances in which the disease is solely attributed 
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to God’s design without reference to Satan: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but 
that the works of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:3). Jesus feels no need to bring Satan in 
as the culprit in his own merciful designs. 
 
8. Satan is a murderer. 
 
Jesus said to those who were planning to kill him, “You are of your father the devil, and your will 
is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with 
the truth” (John 8:44). John says, “Do not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother” (1 John 3:12). Jesus told the blameless church at Smyrna, “The devil is about to throw 
some of you into prison. . . . Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life” 
(Revelation 2:10). 
 
To put it in a word, Satan is blood-thirsty. Christ came into the world that we might have life and 
have it abundantly (John 10:10). Satan comes that he might destroy life wherever he can and in 
the end make it eternally miserable. 
 
9. Satan fights against the plans of missionaries. 
 
Paul tells of how his missionary plans were frustrated in 1 Thessalonians 2:17–18: “We 
endeavored the more eagerly, and with great desire, to see you face to face; because we wanted to 
come to you . . . but Satan hindered us.” Satan hates evangelism and discipleship, and he will throw 
every obstacle he can in the way of missionaries and people with a zeal for evangelism. 
 
10. Satan accuses Christians before God. 
 
Revelation 12:10 says, “I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, ‘Now the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.’” Satan’s defeat 
is sure. But his accusations haven’t ceased. 
 
It is the same with us as it was with Job. Satan says to God about us, They don’t really love you; 
they love your benefits. “Stretch out your hand and touch all that [they have], and [they] will curse 
you to your face” (Job 1:11). Their faith isn’t real. Satan accuses us before God, as he did Job. But 
it is a glorious thing that followers of Jesus have an advocate who “always lives to make 
intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). 
 
Satan Will Not Win 
Those are some of Satan’s designs. The path to victory in this warfare is to hold fast to Christ who 
has already dealt the decisive blow. 
 

• 1 John 3:8: “The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil.” 
 

• Hebrews 2:14: “Christ took on human nature that through death he might destroy him who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
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• Colossians 2:15: “God disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in him.” In other words, the decisive blow was struck at 
Calvary. 

 
• Mark 3:27: “No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first 

binds the strong man.” 
 

• Revelation 20:10 says one day the warfare will be over: “The devil . . . [will be] thrown 
into the lake of fire and brimstone . . . and will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever.” (See Matthew 8:29; 25:41) 

 
Resist! 
 
James says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you!” (James 4:7). How do we do that? Here 
is how they did it according to Revelation 12:11: “They have conquered him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.” They 
embraced the triumph of Christ by his blood. They spoke that truth in faith. They did not fear 
death. And they triumphed. 
 
The New Testament highlights prayer as the pervasive accompaniment of every battle. “Take . . . 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times 
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication” (Ephesians 6:17–18). 
 
As the close of this age draws near, and Satan rages, Jesus calls us to wartime prayer: “Watch at 
all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). Similarly, Peter makes an urgent call to end-time 
prayer: “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake 
of your prayers” (1 Peter 4:7). 
 
Even Jesus fought against the devil on our behalf with the weapon of prayer. He said to Peter in 
Luke 22:31–32, “Satan has asked to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed 
for you that your faith may not fail.” So Jesus illustrates for us the opposition of a specific satanic 
threat with prayer. 
 
And, of course, Jesus instructed us to make prayer a daily weapon for protection in general: “Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 6:13). That is, deliver us from the 
successful temptation of the evil one. Do you confront the designs of the devil with the focused 
and determined power of prayer? 
 
No Neutral Zone 
 
The question is not whether you want to be in this war. Everyone is in it. Either we are defeated 
by the devil and thus following, like cattle to the slaughter, “the prince of the power of the air” 
(Ephesians 2:2), or we are resisting — “resist him, firm in your faith!” (1 Peter 5:9). 
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There is no neutral zone. You either triumph “by the blood of the Lamb and the word of your 
testimony,” or you will be enslaved by Satan. Therefore, “Share in suffering as a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3), and “wage the good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18). Pray without 
ceasing! 
 
The Lord Jesus is no less a warrior today than in the days of old. So I urge you again: Come to 
him as willing soldiers of the Prince of Peace and learn to say, “He trains my hands for war” (Psalm 
144:1). 
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